De Fore st , Johaston 
CGS Broadway | 


19.33 


Oi: Ge Pare, 


June*S, 1933 


Mr. Edward T. Newell, President, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Huntington, L. I. 


Dear Mr. Newell: 


My Father, whom you knew, when a young man made a small 
collection of coins, among others of the large old United States 
cents, of which my Mother tells me that he had a complete col- 
lection bar one, which he was never able to secure. 

The collection is at my office at the above address, 
and I really need to get hold of some honest man disinterestedly 
interested in coins to tell Father's Executors, of whom I am 
one, whether the collection has any real value or not. Natural- 
ly my thoughts turn to you. Can you suggest any such person in 
New York, who might drop in for a few minutes, or to whom I might 
bring the package, leave them with him to be looked over, and 
tell me his conclusions? If the person whom you recommend is 
willing to look at them, I would be grateful if you would let 
me know what, if anything, I should pay him for his services. 

Yours very truly, 


(Signed) Johnston de Forest 


1/JMW 


} 
| June 19th 


Dear Wood 3 


Today I have answered the enclosed letter of Mr. de Forest: 


I am herewith enclosing both a copy of his letter and my reply so that 
you or Mr. Robertson may be thoroughly conversant with the situation 
when Mr. De Forest gets in touch with you - as he doubtless will in the 
course Of a day or so. 


As you will see by my reply I simply set the tardiness of 
this reply down to my absence in the South - this being simpler than 
a lengthy explanation with regard to the misdirection of his letter 
and the fact that it came just as I was leaving New York and that for 
various reasons I could only today get my typewriter out of the limbo 
where it had been spending the winter 3 


Mr. de Forest is no friend of mine in particular, so that 
you are quite at liberty to charge him the usual amount we are accust- 
omed to receive for expertising coins for inheritance purposes. 


Best wishes, 


2 =? 


June 19th 1953 


r. Johnston de Forest, 
165 ‘roadway, 
Tew York. 


near r. de “orest ;: 

Your iwo letiers of June 9th and J6th I found awaiting 
me on my return from a rather lengthy absence in the South. | 

The American Numismatic Society has in the past frequent- 
ly had the occasion to appraise collections of coins for tax or inheri- 
tance purposes. Our Curators are experts in this matter and the Society 
itself is utterly disinterested, as you may suppose, For this service 
the Society makes a small,more or less nominal,charge to cover the time 
spent in working through a collection of coins. If you desire to make 
use of our facilities will you kindly get in touch, by telephone or let- 
nae: with our Curator Mr. Howland Wood - or the Assistant-curator Mr. R. 
Robertson. These gentlemen will be pleased to help you in any way pos- 
sible. 


Regretting the delay in answering your letters due to my 


absence from New York, 


Very truly yours, 


DE FOREST, CULLOM & ELDER 
JOHNSTON DE FOREST 
HENRY L. DE FOREST 
NEIL BR CULLOM 165 BROADWAY 
ROBERT D. ELDER | NEW YORK 
OLIVER H. PAYNE 


JAMES E. FREEHILL 
HENRY W. STEINGARTEN 


June cl, 1933 


- Mr. Edward T. Newell, President, 
The American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 155th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Mr. Newell: 
Thank you for your letter of June 19th. 
I will get in touch with Mr. Wood or Mr. Robert- 


son shortly. 


Yours very truly, 


1/IMW 


